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workings of Sazonov's mind, with its blunt rudeness of
expression, its fickle alternations of pessimism and opti-
mism, its fear of Russian "public opinion," and its danger-
ous inclination to resort to military measures as a "bluff" to
force a diplomatic victory. We are also enabled to get an
insight into the domestic cross currents at St. Petersburg,
the secret workings of the Triple Entente, and the exceed-
ingly moderate and conciliatory attitude of Germany.
M. Sazonov was highly indignant when he heard in
November, 1913, that a German General, Liman von
Sanders, was to command Turkish troops at Constantinople.
In his mind it was a sly, unjustifiable, and not-to-be-per-
mitted move on Germany's part to gain further power and
prestige in the Ottoman Empire and so to thwart Russia
in her "historic mission" of securing eontfol of Constanti-
nople and the Straits—regions which he curiously but sig-
nificantly speaks of as "bordering on our frontier." He
instantly telegraphed from lalta in the Crimea to the Rus-
sian Ambassador in Berlin:
Learning about the agreement of Germany with Turkey
relating to the military instructors, I am extremely aston-
ished that this serious question was not touched upon by the
[German] Chancellor at the time of my frank and friendly
explanations with him. Of itself, a German Military Mis-
sion in regions bordering on our frontier could not but
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